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interested in my novel, I came home at 8.30 and worked till
ii p.m.
I finished " Sapho ". Chapter XII, describing Jean's manage-
ment of the rupture with Fanny, is very great indeed. No
general accusation of sentimentality can be brought against the
book. As a whole it is great and terrible. Now I can go back
to my " Casanova ", having read all the absolutely first-class
French novels of the nineteenth century.
This morning the weather is exactly London weather, gloomy
and muggy, and not very cold.
That Brieux is not a good playwright is certain; but it is
also certain that he is a social force, and that his plays are
very interesting as rough-and-ready presentments of urgent
social problems. Here and there he displays an extraordinary
gift for the theatrical effect.
Friday, December x8th.
The most singular thing that I have heard from C. about Paris
is that in the night (? after 12) one cannot legitimately ring up
a doctor without the presence of a gendarme. You get the
gendarme to go with you to the doctor's, then the doctor is
bound to come. The gendarme enters with the doctor, remains
in an adjoining room, and afterwards the doctor fills up the
gendarme's 'feuille'.
Saturday, December igth.
I worked all day yesterday till 6.30, and wrote 2,100 words of
"A Great Man ". After which I dined with C. at the Hippo.
Restaurant and then to Bostocks. The restaurant seemed to
be full last night of dancers and ex-dancers.
Sunday, December zoth.
Yesterday I finished Chap. II. I went to Cook's in the morning
and began the business of departing to England by drawing
out all the money I could and getting my ticket, and the clerk
asked me if I was going to England, and I said I was, and he
wished me a Happy Xmas. At night I didn't feel very hungry
so I had to tempt myself with a * nice little dinner' at Sylvain's,
which cost me 6 francs. Then I came home, played Beethoven's
two Sonatas op. 49, perfectly charming, finished reading Le
Temps all through, and went to bed at 10.30. I slept till 8.10
morning.